
Writing at St Thomas’ – Key Stage 1 – Years 1 and 2 

 

St Thomas’ School follow the Hampshire Assessment Model.  It starts with the choosing of a rich 

text driver(s) which is usually a book or experience. An engaging outcome is planned with a clear 

audience, purpose and form.  The children are immersed into the text. Planned in to the lessons 

are skills and knowledge children will need to be successful in their final sustained writing 

outcome. Time is also given to editing and up-levelling.  

Writing Year 1 

Strand Phase 1 

Sept 2021- Nov 2021 

Phase 2 

Nov – Feb 2022 

Phase 3 

Feb 2022- April 2022 

Handwriting Sit correctly at a table holding a pencil comfortably and correctly. 
Beginning to form lower case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 

the right place. 

Form capital letters. 

Form digits 0-9 

Understand which letters belong to which handwriting families. 

Spelling 

(Transcription) 

Spell words containing each of 

the 40+ phonemes already 

taught 

Spell common exception 

words 

Spell the days of the week 

Name the letters of the 

alphabet in order 

Use letter names to 

distinguish between 

alternative spellings 

Use regular plural noun 

suffixes – s/es for nouns & the 

third person. 

Apply simple spelling rules 

listed in appendix 1 

Add ing & er to words 

where no change is 

needed in the spelling of 

the root word 

Write from memory 

simple sentences dictated 

by a teacher which include 

GPC’s and common 

exception words taught. 

 

Vocab, 

punctuation, 

grammar 

Write a simple sentence – 

starting with a noun/proper 

noun. 

Finish a sentence with a full 

stop. 

Use grammatical 

terminology in Year 1 

appendix 2 in their 

writing. 

Use exclamation mark in 

a sentence 

Use specific nouns 

Use correct subject/verb 

agreement 



Orally use simple co-

coordinating conjunctions – 

and & but 

Join words and clauses using 

and 

Start sentences with a capital 

letter 

Use a capital letter for names 

Use capital letters for days of 

the week 

Use a capital letter for I 

Separate words with spaces 

Orally devise alliteration 

Use determiners 

Use prepositions 

Write a simple sentence – 

starting with a personal 

pronoun 

Write a compound 

sentence using the co-

ordinating conjunction 

and 

Use question mark in a 

sentence 

Use simple regular past 

tense verbs 

Use noun phases – 

adjective/noun 

Use first person, second 

person and third person 

Use connectives of 

sequence eg first etc 

Write a sentence that 

includes an adjective 

Use similes in sentences 

Composition  Discuss what they have 

written with a teacher 

Read aloud their writing with 

clarity 

Plan own writing – say out 

loud what they are going to 

write – can decide on own 

topic/ shows awareness of 

purpose/some appropriate 

word choice. 

Compose a sentence orally 

before writing – recognise 

sentence boundaries/use 

simple words, phrases and 

clauses/straight forward 

subject/verb agreement 

Some awareness of capital 

letter and full stop 

Compose a sentence 

orally before writing – 

some ideas/events linked 

by connecting  vocabulary 

Some use of question 

marks as alternative to full 

stops. 

Sequence sentences to 

form short narratives  

Some awareness that 

ideas/events may be in 

appropriate order 

Use of simple time related 

words. 

Compose a sentence 

orally before writing – 

simple and compound 

sentences 

Some use of 

exclamation marks as 

alternative to full stops. 

Use the prefix un 

Use the suffix est where 

no change is needed in 

the spelling of the root 

word. 



Sequence sentences to form 

short narratives – simple 

opening or closing phase 

Re-read what has been 

written to check that it makes 

sense. 

 

Writing Year 2 

Strand Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 

Handwriting Form lower case letters of the correct size relative to one another. 

Use diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understands which 

letters when adjacent to each other are best left unjoined. 

Write capital letters of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another 

and to lower case letters. 

Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters 

Write digits of the correct size and orientation 

Spelling 

(Transcription) 

Add ly to an adjective to 

make an adverb 

Segment spoken words 

into phonemes and 

represent these in 

graphemes, spelling many 

correctly. 

Has learnt new ways of 

spelling phonemes for 

which one or more 

spellings are already 

known- some words for 

each spelling including 

some homophones. 

Distinguish between 

homophones and near 

homophones. 

Spell common exception 

words. 

apply spelling rules in 

Appendix 1 

Write from memory simple 

sentences dictated by the 

teacher that include GPC’s, 

common exception words and 

punctuation. 

Spell words using the contracted 

form 

Spell words using the possessive 

apostrophe 

Form adjectives by adding less 

Form adjectives by adding ful 

 

 



Vocabulary, 

punctuation, 

grammar 

Write a sentence that ends 

in an exclamation mark 

Ask and write a question 

Write a statement which is 

correctly punctuated. 

Use expanded noun 

phrases to describe and 

specify 

Use simple present tense 

showing subject-verb 

agreement 

Use present continuous 

tense 

Use past tense consistently 

Use coordinating 

conjunctions to create 

compound sentences 

Use a comma in lists 

Use capital letters and full 

stops 

Use first, second and third 

person with subject-verb 

agreement 

Use specific nouns 

Use and understand the 

grammatical terminology in 

Appendix 2 in their writing. 

Use apostrophes for the 

possessive (singular) 

Write a command using the 

imperative form of a verb 

Use apostrophes for the 

contracted form 

Use subordinate conjunctions to 

create a complex sentence. 

Use similes using ‘like’ 

Use temporal connectives 

Use further prepositional 

phrases. 

Use onomatopoeia 

Form comparatives and 

superlatives by adding er & est 

Use determiners/generalisers 

Use alliteration 

Use the past and 

present tense 

consistently including 

the progressive form. 

Add er to form a 

noun 

Put spoken words 

into inverted 

commas 

Composition  Read aloud what they have 

written with appropriate 

intonation. 

Plan and say aloud what 

they are going to write 

about  

Select relevant content 

which shows an awareness 

of purpose and 

audience/opening and 

ending/expanded noun 

phrases. 

Write down own ideas 

and/or key events 

including vocabulary – can 

Write down own ideas and/or 

key events including vocabulary  

Begin to develop/express a 

viewpoint through comments 

and actions 

Encapsulate what they want to 

say sentence by sentence – 

related ideas are groups and 

pupil shows an awareness of 

paragraphing 

Sentences linked by use of 

pronoun, time connectives or 

adverbials. 

Make simple additions, revisions 

and corrections to their writing 

Make simple 

additions, revisions 

and corrections to 

their writing through 

re-reading to check 

that writing makes 

sense  

Verbs are used 

correctly/consistently 

including continuous 

form  

Correct use of 

progressive form of 

verb 



use adventurous vocab 

related to task. 

Encapsulate what they 

want to say sentence by 

sentence – can/some 

attempt to sequence ideas 

Make simple additions, 

revisions and corrections 

to their writing through 

evaluating their writing 

with the teacher & peers  

Can use an appropriate 

mixture of simple and 

compound sentences 

accurately. 

e-read to check that 

writing makes sense and 

that verbs to indicate time 

are used correctly and 

consistently, including 

verbs in the continuous 

form 

Can write about real 

events  

Sustains sufficient 

features/correct choice in 

present and past tense. 

Proof read to check for 

errors in spelling, grammar 

and punctuation. 

through evaluating their writing 

with the teacher & peers  

Use of a variety of sentence 

openers. 

Proof read to check for errors in 

spelling, grammar and 

punctuation – clauses are linked 

by coordinating & subordinating 

conjunctions / a range of all 

types of punctuation is used 

appropriate to purpose. 

 

 


